Modified Google Maps image of S. W. United States and N. W. Mexico and adjacent
ocean floors. Note the nature of the continental shelves and the very unusual
breakup of the shelf off southern California and northern Baja California

p N ?

3 ; ==
- Concord' e

‘{'3% San®, OStockton

‘ franc:sco‘ ©Mods '-.

Q San Jose

wm sz
vf

.i's &';'

- Los Alamos|
Gallup ~ Santal
jg Granw Aibuquerc
o
Lo; Lgnssd

Ocea ’
N

! oE Ce}on ' Mexicali Yuma
> '.,'E’Q 000 i O q

ot Heroica | ,. Q Sierra \t‘im i !
Q. ) :
, Puerto s Nogeless pidy, AguaPreng 4
This fefissco Cabgrca !mum%‘ cg'mnea £y Nue'\ro Casas Ahu'rgr::
: , - 5 . Grandes o
section of N Msgdmenai, ' & e o
! r J N e

the continental
shelf has been
broken into blocks
that were pulled
apart and shifted
around, creating a
jumble.
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Most of the Earth’s continental
shelves look like these: smooth
and nearly flat.

Any highs have been eroded down
by waves as the coastline shifted back
and forth during sea level changes.
Meanwhile, any lows were filled in by
deposition of sediments.



